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CALIFORNIA CRAFT BREWERS ASSOCIATION 


2013 Legislation

The California Craft Brewers Association was actively involved in many legislative and policy issues over the course of the 2013 legislative session. Here is a highlight of some of the issues the CCBA engaged in on behalf of the California craft brewing industry:
Protection of Beer Manufacturers License – With the surge in popularity and growth in the craft beer segment, we are beginning to see opportunists who use the ABC type-23 license for the vast number of privileges it allows, but who do not have an actual brewery. The CCBA sponsored AB 647 which protects legitimate brewers. PASSED and signed into law.
Expanding Regional Guild Privileges – In the past, when a regional brewer’s guild held a meeting at a brewery, members of that guild could not bring their beers onto the licensed premise and share samples with other members. This is due to a regulation that only allows sampling of beer which is brewed at that license. The CCBA sponsored AB 647 which made an exception to the regulation. Regional guild members may now bring and sample beer from member’s breweries. PASSED and signed into law.
Threat to Remove Beer Manufacturers Privileges – Some stakeholders in the industry attempted to sponsor a bill to remove important privileges that craft brewers now enjoy in regards to retail sales at some tasting rooms. Due to the educational efforts of the CCBA at the state Capitol, legislators understand the importance of the craft brewing industry to the state’s economy. The sponsors of this late session effort were unable to find a legislator to carry the bill forward. A CCBA WIN
Tax Increase – The alcohol “watchdog” group Alcohol Justice (formally the Marin Institute) proposed early in the year a tax increase on alcoholic beverages to raise $641.7 million in additional taxes in 2013. The CCBA and other stakeholders in the industry were able to convince policymakers to keep this off the table.
For more detailed information on the legislative efforts of the CCBA, visit the Advocacy page of our web site CaliforniaCraftBeer.com
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