
 

Economic Growth in Craft Beer 
Continues into 2019, Showcasing 
the Success of Small Manufacturing 
Businesses in California  
T H E  C A L I F O R N I A  C R A F T  B R E W E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  R E L E A S E S  
B I - A N N U A L  D A T A  O N  G R O W T H  O F  C R A F T  B R E W I N G  
I N D U S T R Y   

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (April 2, 2019) – According to the California Craft 
Brewers Association (CCBA), the nonprofit trade association representing the 
craft brewing industry, California is home to more craft breweries than any 
state in the nation and continues to contribute to the economic growth for 
the Golden State.  

“The impact of the craft beer industry here in California has tripled over the 
last five years, increasing its economic contribution to the state and 
showcasing the small business success story,” said the executive director of 
the CCBA, Tom McCormick. “Craft brewers contribute more than tax revenue 
and tourism, they also give back to their communities and work hard to grow 
and develop their neighborhoods. In recent years craft breweries have 
donated between 10-15 million dollars to charitable causes every year.”  

According to the CCBA report, the total economic impact of craft breweries 
in California exceeds $8.2 billion, based on 2017 industry data collected by 
the national Brewers Association. This figure is derived from the total impact 
of beer brewed by craft brewers as it moves from breweries to distributors to 
retailers as well as non-beer merchandize sold at breweries and tasting 
rooms. This economic impact is based on the number of breweries in 2017, 
nearly 100 less than currently operate across the state.  

Craft Brewing Industry by the Numbers:  

•   In 2012 less than 300 craft breweries operated across the state. As of 
April 2019, more than 980 breweries operate in California.  



 

•   Today, 95 percent of all California residents live within 10 miles of one 
or more of these local businesses.  

•   Craft breweries in California support more than 54,000 full time jobs, 
collectively contributing $3.1 billion in labor income and supporting an 
average annual salary of $56,839 in 2017.  

•   California’s craft breweries paid $1.6 billion in taxes in 2017. 
•   California’s craft breweries produced 3.3 million barrels of beer in 2017.  
•   There are currently more breweries in California than there were in the 

entire country in 1995.  

About the California Craft Brewers Association  

The California Craft Brewers Association is a 501(c)6 non-profit trade 
association representing the craft and specialty brewing industry in 
California. Formed in 1989, the CCBA is the oldest state trade association 
representing craft breweries. For more information about California craft 
beer, please visit www.californiacraftbeer.com.  
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